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Fireworks Spectacular!
Sunday 4th November 2012

Gamlingay Eco Hub
Gates Open at 4pm, 

Fireworks at 5.30

BBQ, Refreshments, lots of Glowies and 
 Guy Competition

Tickets £3.50 in Advance (£4 on the gate)
Children 3 and Under Free

Tickets available in advance from Gamlingay First School Office, 
The Crafty Cupcake and Woodview Farm Shop. 
For further details please contact Gamlingay First School Association at 
gamlingay_fsa@yahoo.co.uk.
We are always in need of Marshals or volunteers on the night, and for setting up 
the event.
If you can help, please contact Clare Wakeling on 651972, or Dee Kirby on 
651801. Find us on Facebook.

The Gazette
Due to changes in work 
commitments, the deadline for 
future Gazettes will not follow 
the original pattern. 

The deadline for the December 
edition will be Friday 2nd 

November 2012. The deadline 
for the Jan/Feb edition will be 
Friday 30th November

Please check within each edition 
for future copy 
deadlines.

July and August 2012

July and August 2012

The NEWSPAPER of GAMLINGAY, EAST HATLEY HATLEY St. GEORGENews from the Village College

I am very grateful to be given the chance to write an article for the Gazette for the first time 

and hope very much that a contribution from myself and the school can be a regular feature 

of the magazine.  Whilst we have regular contact with the parents of our pupils via individual 

letters home and half termly whole school newsletters, others in the village may not be as 

familiar with what is happening here at the Village College.  I am very pleased, therefore, 

to be given the opportunity to share with you details of the many activities that are currently 

taking place here in Station Road.
Diamond Jubilee Garden Party Celebrations

Finally, here at the Village College we like to think that we have a sense of occasion.  We are 

determined that we should recognise the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations ourselves 

and make a contribution towards them.  

Already pupils throughout the school have taken part in a STEM project (Science Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) with Cambridge University.  The pupils were asked to design 

a diamond for the Jubilee celebrations.  Using scientific, engineering, technological and 

mathematical principles, accompanied by the pupils own individual creativity, imagination 

and flair, a whole range of designs were produced.  The best of the designs is now 

hanging proudly in the school hall.  
During the final week of the summer term the whole school will be working towards a Jubilee 

celebration event.  The pupils will be carrying out a range of activities in connection with the 

Queen’s sixty year reign.  On the penultimate day of the term (19 th July) we will hold a Diamond 

Jubilee Celebration Day of our own to which parents will be invited.  More details of this and 

other events will be issued nearer the time.
Colin PheyseyHead of College

GAMLINGAY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
GAMLINGAY BUS CANCELLATIONS

It has come to our notice that it it is planned by Cambridge County Council that all routes from Gamlingay 
to St Neots, Cambourne and Cambridge will cease from April 2013.

This is of serious concern to us, there will be no access to Morrisons at Cambourne, Tesco at Eynesbury.  
No access to our District Council Office at Cambourne and no access to our County town of Cambridge.  
We will still have access to Bedfordshire, via Sandy, Biggleswade and Hitchin.  Our surrounding villages 
will also be isolated, see the table below. 
Please write to our County Councillor and our MP urging them to change this decision.

Cambourne Continues to be served by the X4 into St Neots, and have regular services to Cambridge
Caxton No longer any bus service 
Comberton Continues to be served by the commercial 18 service
Croydon (Area G) Continues to be served by the subsidised 75 service which is due to be reviewed in October 13
Eltisley No longer any bus service
Eversden (Area G) Continues to be served by the subsidised 75 service which is due to be reviewed in October 13

Gamlingay Continues to have service to Hitchin, Sandy and Biggleswade. No longer any service to St 
Neots or Cambridge

Gransden No longer any bus service
Hatleys No longer any bus service
Kingston No longer any bus service
Longstowe No longer any bus service

Papworth Continues to be served by the subsidised 73 & 8 service which is due to be reviewed in 
October 2013

Waresley No longer any bus service



Businesses warned after break-ins

RESIDENTS and businesses in Hard-
wick are being urged to be vigilant 
after three burglaries on Saturday night 
(September 8).

Offenders broke into a parade of 
shops along St Neots Road at just after 
11.30pm. 

The Madeline florists and the Ash Croft 
Veterinary Surgery had their front win-
dows smashed and had money stolen 
while the burglars attempted to smash 
the window at the Hair Care Bunch but 
were unsuccessful. 

Detectives are linking the burglaries and 
urging people to be vigilant and report 
anything suspicious. 

Detective Constable Andy Bates said: 
“We are linking the burglaries and 
would urge anyone with information 
about these break-ins, or knows who 
may be responsible, to contact police. 

“At a couple of the premises windows 
were smashed so I would appeal to local 
residents who may have heard some-
thing on Saturday night. 

“We have received great support from 
local businesses and residents in Hard-
wick who have provided CCTV footage 
and other information which is helping 
our investigation.”

Anyone with any information about 
the burglaries should call DC Bates on 
101 or Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 
0800 555 111.

HOST is a charity which 
encourages international friendship 
and understanding by arranging for 
adult international students to spend 
a short time in a British home.

We are always grateful to welcome 
new hosts on board so they may 
meet interesting new people and 
exchange culture and customs. 

London 2012 brought talented 
people to Britain. But did you 
know this happens every year? 
Thousands of bright young men 
and women come to study at our 
universities. Sadly, most have no 
contact with British people outside 
the campus. Some miss their 
families; many are curious about the 
real life of Britain. That’s why HOST 
arranges for them to spend a day, 
weekend or 3 days at Christmas as 
guests in hospitable homes. This is 
a great opportunity to get to know 
someone from another country, 
and help them to feel welcome. As 
a volunteer host, you could enjoy 
introducing a student of your choice 
to your way of life and perhaps to 
their very first Christmas. Please call 
Regional Organiser Mandy Talbott 
01472 851084 or see www.hostuk.
org. 

BLUE BADGE

I am doing some work on behalf of 
Huntingdonshire District Council.  They 
are running consultation events in St 
Ives, St Neots and Huntingdon to find 
out what people who use a blue badge 
think of current parking and future 
provision.  This is a great opportunity 
for disabled people to influence local 
policy and decision making and I 
wondered whether you would help 
to promote the events to people who 
you know would be interested.  The 
council are looking for individuals and 
organisations to attend the events.  I 
have attached a flyer outlining details of 
the events. 

James Murphy  
Head of Disability Training  
10 Beyton Road, 
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services in the Benefice of Gamlingay 
with Hatley St George and Everton

November 2012

Fri 
2nd All Souls’ Day

10am 
and 
7.30pm

Service to Remember those who 
have died G

4th All Saints 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday Service G
6pm Evensong E

11th Remembrance 
Sunday 8am Holy Communion G

10.45am Remembrance service beginning 
at War memorial G 

10.45am Remembrance Service E

18th 2nd Sunday before 
Advent 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E

25th Christ the King 8am Hatley H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Taizé G

Dear Readers,

The period before Christmas has a melancholy feel about it. November begins with All Souls’ Day and then Remembrance Day 
– both concerned with death and dying and both tinged with an air of sadness.  With the evenings getting darker and colder we 
might get lost in a sense of gloom. But the observance of these two dates help us to recognise our own mortality and how the 
care and preservation of life is a sacred endeavour. There will be two services on All Souls’ Day (2nd November) at St Mary’s 
Church in Gamlingay – at 10am and 7.30pm. It is a time to remember someone in your life whom you have loved but no longer 
see. Do come to either service, whichever is most convenient for you, and light a candle for someone you remember.

As November ends and December begins there is a time of waiting and of preparing: the season called Advent. If Christmas 
is the big celebration, the heavenly and earthly party of all parties, then Advent is the time when the table is prepared and the 
balloons are blown up. But it’s also the time to learn how to cope with waiting. No-one really likes waiting even when we know 
that the news will be good. 

Preparation is the key to a good party and churches play their part in making sure all is prepared before the partying begins. 
Some churches may run Advent groups where people meet to talk, reflect and pray. Advent carols are sung and extra prayers 
are said. Some folk will undertake a short course, or read a particular book that will help them think deeply about the Christmas 
season.

In the depths of dark nights, as the winter clouds gather, we can feel the warmth of God’s promise to dwell with us, now and 
forever.            Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 25th November 10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children 5 to 11 
years) on Saturday 24th November.
 

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! We are running 
a course this autumn -  why not contact 
our minister for details.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 17th November, at 8:00am.

Remembrance Sunday 11th November
We meet at the War Memorial at 
10:45am
This will immediately be followed by a 
joint Remembrance Day Service at the 
Baptist Church.

Coffee Mornings
Thursday 15th November 

(in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)
10:00am until 11:30am

Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?

Dear Friends,

Remember, Remember the 5th of November…

November seems to be the month of remembering – in the Church calendar, 
the month begins with All Saints Day – when we remember and give thanks for 
past saints who have encouraged and inspired us. This is followed by November 
5th – the celebration of the discovery of the Gunpowder plot, when Guy Fawkes’ 
plan to blow up Parliament was foiled; for one night the dark skies are brightened 
by a myriad of colourful fireworks. Then comes Remembrance Day – when we 
remember with gratitude those who have given their lives for our freedom. It is 
often a time of poignancy.

Now that the clocks have gone back and the dark nights are here it is very easy to 
be affected by the gloom outside. With winter approaching, the weather getting 
colder and the nights getting longer people often focus on negative memories and 
thoughts as black as the night sky. There’s even a related medical condition: ‘SAD’ 
or ‘Seasonal Affective Disorder. It is a very real and debilitating condition.

In the midst of the murkiness of November as winter looms closer it is worth 
remembering that the dimness of winter will shortly be broken by Christmas – 
the coming of Jesus Christ. He is truly the ‘Light of the World’ – bringing light 
to banish the darkness in our lives, enabling us to see that above and beyond our 
present circumstances there is more to life than we see with our eyes. Indeed, Jesus 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life’ (John 8:12).

Christianity is not a matter of rules and rituals – it is a relationship to be 
experienced. A relationship with God through Jesus Christ revolutionizes the whole 
of life, giving us a new perspective on the world, even transforming the way we 
look at life and the future. Corrie ten boom, a Twentieth Century saint said, ‘No pit 
is so deep that He is not deeper still’ and whatever happens in life, ‘with Jesus, the 
best is yet to be’ – something worth remembering!

Very Best Wishes,

  James.



GAMLINGAY SHOW 2012 RESULTS 1st B 3rd Highly
Commended

ADULT CLASSES

Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans D. Lenton M. Halliday
1B 3 Root vegetables with 3” stalks D. Lenton D. Lenton J. Hyde
1C 5 Tomatoes (any type) D. Lenton D. Lenton J. Wright
1D 3 Potatoes D. Lenton D. Lenton
1E Collection of 3 different vegetables – (2) D. Lenton D. Lenton
1F Heaviest onion D. Lenton
1G Longest runner bean A. Smith D. Lenton A. Hissett
1H Funniest shaped vegetable D. Lenton D. Lenton A. Smith
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs M. Halliday C. Twydell J. Hyde

Best in Veg section –  D. Lenton

Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples D. Lenton C. Moreau J. Hyde
2B 5 Other Fruit C. Twydell J. Wright D. Lenton

Section 3 – Flowers
3A 5 Dahlia blooms D. Lenton D. Lenton D. Lenton
3B A flower arrangement for a table H. Morrow
3C A flower or spray on a single stem D. Lenton D. Lenton D. Lenton

 Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant D. Lenton D. Lenton D. Lenton
4B A foliage pot plant D. Lenton D. Lenton D. Lenton
Best in Flower section – D. Lenton
Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch K. Dempsey C. Titmus K. Dempsey J. Richardson
5B A painting in any medium J. Bygraves J. Bygraves J. Buckingham S. Green
5C A painting in watercolour C. Moreau J. Bygraves C. Lake C. Moreau
5D A homemade card C. Titmus K. Palmer C. Rhoden C. Titmus

Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article J. Seymour J. Cooper M. Frost C. Lake
6B A piece of cross-stitch R. Hissett C. Twydell J. Cooper E. Huckle
6C A piece of decoupage C. Rhoden
6D A piece of hand embroidery
6E A piece of lace K. Palmer M. Hughes K. Palmer M. Halliday
6F A piece of any other craft A. Hannah J. Shillam J. Shillam K. Palmer
Section 7 – Photography

7A Holidays J. Brown C. Wright R. Richardson H. Parker &
J. Arnold

7B Sunrise or sunset A. Smith D. Elcome A. Hissett Lye NG

7C Weather K. Warburton C. Morgan C. Morgan D. Rhoden &
S. Brown

7D Children D. Rhoden Max Wright J. Brown G. Williams &
R. Richardson

7E Nature G. Williams D. Elcome D. Elcome K. Palmer &
J. Robinson

7F Humorous j. Arnold C. Gove M. Williams G. Williams

7G Animals A. Hissett G. Williams C. Morgan C. Morgan &
K. Warburton

7H Buildings J. Arnold D. Rhoden K. Warburton G. Williams

7I People K. Warburton K. Warburton C. Morgan J. Arnold &
G. Williams

7J  Gamlingay in the snow G. Williams G. Williams G. Williams J. Richardson
Section 8 - Homemade produce



8A A jar of jam (any fruit) A. Williams M. Halliday C. Twydell M. Halliday &
S. Banham

8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit) K. Palmer K. Laugharne C. Phipps
8C A jar of chutney A. Williams C. Lake M. Halliday
8D A jar of lemon curd V. Huckle A. Hannah
8E Fruit cake M. Sharp H. Cranwell M. Frost

8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich P. Dixon A. Hannah E. Morrow A. Lovat &
J. Richardson

8 G A chocolate cake C. Lake D. Naylor
8H 6 scones (any type) V. Huckle J. Dix H. Loudon
8I Plate apple pie with homemade pastry H. Cranwell C. Lake H. Loudon
8J A carrot cake R. Richardson
8K         Bottle of homebrew (any type) D. Twydell A. Peters S. Laugharne

CHILDREN’S CLASSES 1st 2nd 3rd Highly
Commended

Section 9 – Under 3’s
9A A decorated paper plate B. Rhoden M. Barton B. Drown
9B A painting B. Drown J. Wager Z. Smith B. Drown
9C 6 decorated biscuits M. Barton B. Rhoden

Section 10 – Pre-school & Reception
10A A decorated paper plate C. Rhoden T. Barton C. Rhoden A. Pilkington
10B A painting L. Bailey P. Smith E. Dummer P. Hannah
10C A junk model A. Wager A. Pilkington E. Dummer
10D 6 decorated biscuits L. Bailey D. Broad P. Hannah T. Barton

Section 11 – Year 1 & Year 2
11A A decorated pebble M. Smith G. Hannah Z. Wright T. Pilkington
11B A coloured drawing or painting M. Pateman G. Hannah H. Bailey M. Ross Howe
11C        A decorated cake -cake homemade/bought J. Rhoden T. Pilkington M. Smith M. Pateman
11D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) T. Holloway H. Bailey T. Pilkington
11E A Lego model T. Pilkington Z. Wright G. Hannah J. Rhoden

Section 12 – Year 3 & Year 4
12A A homemade greeting card A. Wright
12B A flower arrangement in unusual container A. Wright
12C A Lego model T. Rhoden A. Wright M. Parker M. Parker
12D A garden in a seed tray (approx 35X25cm) T. Rhoden
12E A piece of craft work S. Kerr I. Pilkington T. Rhoden J. Buckingham

Section 13 – Year 5 to Year 8
13A A room design for a teenager H. Jackson
13B A coloured drawing or painting I. Pilkington
13C A homemade fashion accessory
13D An original poem 
13E A piece of craft work F. Laugharne K. Welton L. Lorne J. Buckingham

Section 14 – Children’s Cookery (Any age)

14A 1 Victoria sandwich K. Davis H. Jackson M. Pateman M. Jakes &
C. Fowden

14B 6 decorated cupcakes H. Jackson A. Pilkington T. Rhoden K. Fowden &
M. Pateman

14C 6 chocolate brownies C. Dix C. Jakes K. Davis I. Pilkington
14D 6 scones of your choice C. Marshall M. Pateman C. jakes

Section 15 – Children’s Photography (Any age)
15A Humorous C. Fowden M. Parker M. Jakes B. Parker
15B Snow
15D Pets J. Robinson C. Jakes K. Davis R. Howe
15E Holidays J. Robinson Z. Wright M. Parker M. Parker &

B. Parker

Group class: Mural on theme of ‘The Olympics’: No entries
Adult Winner: Mr. D. Lenton
Children’s Winner: Hollie Jackson
Many thanks to everyone who entered and congratulations to those whose entries were placed!



The Gamlingay Show 2012
by The Gamlingay Show Committee

Well, it was a year in planning and the 
20th Gamlingay Show was everything, 
and more, we had hoped for! Despite 
the awful weather the week before, 
we enjoyed beautiful sunshine for the 
entire day so the crowds were able to 
enjoy the arena events, sample the wide 
variety of refreshments and visit all the 
side shows and stalls run by craftsmen 
and local village organisations. The 
classic cars and motorbikes attracted the 
usual attention from devotees and the 
‘tractor boys’, who support us year after 
year, were out in force. 

The small committee spend all year 
planning and organising this annual 
event but the show could not happen 
without the help and support of 
our friends who turn up on Friday 
evening and at unearthly hours on 
Saturday morning to help set up and 
then stay behind afterwards to help to 
clear away. Bassingbourn Air Cadets 
returned to help out and were fantastic, 
doing lots of different jobs with great 
enthusiasm and courtesy throughout 
the day. Our Guides and their leaders 
manned the gate as usual and other 
volunteers helped in so many ways. 
Special thanks Pete Macrow, for the 
use of his tractor and trailer to remove 
and return all the tables and chairs out 
of storage.

The competition entries showed off 
different talents and earned many 
compliments and it was great to see 

so many entries from the children. We 
would also like to give special thanks 
to Julia Richardson and Gwyn Williams 
who sat for hours, painstakingly writing 
out the certificates. The results of the 
competition classes can be found within 
this edition. A list of raffle prize donors 
and beneficiaries will be published in 
next month’s Gazette.

Sadly, the visitor numbers were down 
on last year, which was somewhat 
disappointing as we’d tried so hard to 
organise new arena events, sideshows 
and attractions, culminating in that 
fantastic aerobatic display! Those who 
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came to support the show certainly 
enjoyed themselves and we are grateful 
for the many constructive comments we 
received.

The office staff at the First School, the 
Village College and the village Pre-
schools have all been of great help in 
sending out schedules to their pupils. 
We are very grateful to the Londis Store 
for acting as another collection point for 
the competition entries.

Final thanks go to the Village College 
for allowing us to use the school site 
and to Trevor for all the help he gave us 
both before and on the day!

If you would like to join our committee, 
then please contact us at:
gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk
See you next year!





St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked 
Scheme Co-ordinators :

Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   
Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be 
held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy 
home-made soup, bread and puddings followed by tea or 

coffee.

Charity Gardening Service 
Available to do any gardening jobs over the summer for a 
donation towards a charity expedition to the Indian 
Himalayas in July 2013.

Please contact Angus Higgins on:

Mobile: 07521 396 526
Phone: 01767 652 845
Email: angus.j.higgins@gmail.com



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Summary of Parish Council meetings in September

The Parish Council adopted a new Code of Conduct as required by the new 
Localism Act of 2011 – the new policy can be viewed on our website.

Rachel Mercer was welcomed on to the Council to fill a vacancy left by a 
resignation.

Work on the Churchyard wall at St Mary’s Churchyard is progressing well, 
the missing column at Church Lane end has been rebuilt and the section 
damaged by vehicle collision has been repaired.

Council responded to consultations on the new South Cambridgeshire Local 
Development Framework and Cambridgeshire County Council Transport 
plan.

The first meeting of the new allotments working party took place- discussion 
topics included bee keeping, chickens, community orchards, space for the 
local schools to teach the children how to grow their own produce, compost 
toilets, rainwater harvesting, security and provision for disabled gardeners.  
Now 48 people on the waiting list, new allotments should satisfy the need.

Provisional proposals for permissive footpaths to Gamlingay Woods from 
Grays Road and to Millbridge Brook from Honey Hill were discussed with the 
landowners (Merton College).

Probation service “community payback” scheme to be contacted to see if 
stone clearance of the recreation field and decorating the WI hall internally 
can be arranged.

The External Audit of the Parish Council accounts 2011-12 has been 
completed by Moore Stephens – no comments were raised.

Re accreditation to the Quality Status scheme is to be submitted shortly.

The architects responsible for the Eco Hub, Civic Architects Ltd have 
been selected as finalists in the Architect of the Year Awards 2012 in the 
Environmental Excellence Award category. 



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 15

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway

Residents ask – from time to time – 
why we often mention the Busway. 
Short answer – you are paying for 
it despite a promise at the time that 
“not a single penny will fall to the 
Cambridgeshire ratepayer”. And it 
looks like you’ll continue to be paying 
for it. The battle continues as contractor 
BAM Nuttall has increased its final 
claim against Cambridgeshire County 
Council by £10 million.

The value of the final claim from the 
contractor has increased from £151.5 
million to £161.4 million.  This is 
the amount the contractor claims it is 
owed by the council, a sum the council 
disputes. The new figures show that the 
overall cost of the project could reach 
£229.6 million. This means in the worst 
case scenario of losing the court case 
outright, Cambridgeshire taxpayers 
could be left with a bill of £102.3 
million.  The mind boggles. 
 
Sheltered Housing

Sheltered housing schemes are one 
of the great successes for South 

Cambridgeshire over many years – and 
both residents and Councillors have 
been united in their support not only for 
the principle but also for those who live 
in them. Recent years have seen very 
considerable changes to the way they 
are run. Concerns have now been raised 
about how the most recent changes are 
impacting residents.   Raising questions 
in Council brought forth a fairly vitriolic 
attack from the Portfolio Holder with 
no actual answer to legitimate concerns 
raised. 

Further enquiries by Sebastian and 
Bridget have identified an alarming 
number of residents who do not feel 
safe or adequately supported and 
who can be left alone for up to 4 days 
without seeing any visitor.  This is 
obviously very unsatisfactory but in 
these days of serious budget cuts it is a 
nationwide problem.  As a community 
though we do need to be thinking 
about what we should be doing to keep 
our elderly friends and neighbours 
safe. A 10 minute chat on a Saturday 
night might make all the difference to 
someone who has been alone with their 
TV since Thursday.

If you or a family member have 
concerns about this can you please get 
in touch? We are anxious to see if we 
can work locally to perhaps fill some of 
the gap left by the budget cuts.  

Making things easier….

If you are a South Cambs resident you 
can now arrange to pay your Council 
Tax directly from your monthly salary. 
This will be spread over 12 months 
rather than the 10 as currently – call 
Debbie Lewis on 01954 713118. 
Likewise, if you are a SCDC tenant 
you can pay your rent directly from 
your salary as well – contact Brenda 
Robinson on 01954 713128. 

Declaration of Interest Forms

Only about half of the parish councillors 
in South Cambridgeshire have sent 
back their declaration of interest forms 
despite the deadline being last month.  
The forms have been very difficult to 
deal with and there have been a number 
of resignations from councillors who 
feel that the information required is 
unnecessarily intrusive. South Cambs 
have said that they will not be taking 



If you like dancing you’ll love this ...

CEILIDH
in the Eco Hub

dancing to the young and lively
Cambridge University Ceilidh Band

Saturday 10th November
Doors open 7:30pm

Licensed Bar

Tickets including supper £10.00
Andy Banham  01767  650517
Sue Thorne  01767 651668
Johnny Johnson  01767 654137
 The Crafty Cupcake, Church Street

Friends of St. Mary’s, Gamlingay.
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any action against these councillors but 
are advising them to ask for help if they 
are finding the process difficult.

Station Rd Gamlingay 

The detailed planning application for 
Station Rd Gamlingay has now been 
lodged with the District  Council and 
is available on their website reference 
S/1948/12/RM. A printed copy is also 
available in the Parish Council office 
for you to look at.  On 16th October 
the developers, Kiers Housing, will 
be hosting 2 public meetings and an 
exhibition.  Please do come along to the 
Eco Hub to hear what their plans are at 
either 2pm or 7.30pm.  There will be 
an exhibition in the Hub for a couple of 
weeks after, as well.  The development 
is to be called Millbridge Meadows. 
There are a number of outstanding 
issues yet to be resolved such as the 
route of the new permissive footpath 
off Mill Hill – and there are a lot of 
opportunities now for residents to work 
on projects with the Parish Council 
around this development. 

Also not far from Station Road is the 
new proposals for the conversion of the 
barns at Merton Grange – this has now 
received planning permission. Again, 
there are a number of unresolved issues 
such as the final route of the new access 
road. However, it will be great to see 
these lovely listed Barns brought back 
into use.  

All in all a certain level of activity 
going on for the village in terms of new 
housing. You will also be aware of the 
proposed redevelopment of Green End 
– and these three sites represent enough 
development for the Parish to absorb 
for the next few years (well, until 2031, 
anyway). That’s why we have objected 
to the two sites proposed in the Local 
Plan (at Mill St to Wootton Field and at 
Grays Road) and will be working hard 
to ensure that those sites do not survive 
the next round of public consultation. 
We hope you have completed your 
forms as well!

South Cambs Building Council Houses.

It is many years since the Council has 
built any of its own houses but things 
could be about to change.  Discussions 
are currently under way in to the 
possibility of building 200 new and 200 

replacement houses over the next 10 
years. The numbers are small but, with 
increasing numbers of people needing 
affordable rental housing every bit 
helps.  Gamlingay has been identified 
for 12 houses to replace Robinson 
Court which is now a bit past its sell 
by date. It’s early days but we are 
anxious to influence the redevelopment 
so Gamlingay gets what it needs rather 
than what a developer thinks it needs!

How Green is South Cambridgeshire?

South Cambridgeshire DC has 
reaffirmed its commitment to being 
a green council in response to a 
motion put to Council by Bridget 
that  ‘This Council believes that 
Economic Development in South 
Cambridgeshire must be encouraged 
and sustained through its promotion 
of, and commitment to, adaptation 
to low carbon living.  This will 
include supporting new and existing 
Green Businesses, promoting the 
uptake of energy efficiency measures 
and renewable technologies in all 
commercial and domestic premises, 
moving towards building zero carbon 
homes and working with partner 
organisations to deliver realistic 
sustainable transport options and a 
whole hearted commitment to delivering 
the Green Deal’. The motion was passed 
unanimously so it will be interesting to 
see what difference it makes.

Children’s Centres

Gamlingay Ward is served by the 
Bassingbourn and Gamlingay 
Children’s Centre which is based in it’s 
own premises in Bassingbourn but has 
an outreach morning on a Wednesday 
at Gamlingay Eco Hub.  There can be 
no doubt that the work done to support 
parents and the under 5s is invaluable.  
Ideally ALL parents of young children 
should register with their children’s 
centre both because they can provide 
a lot of activities and help but also 
because their budgets will be in danger 
if they are not used.  They are currently 
facing up to a 25% cut in budget for the 
coming year which will undoubtedly 
have a huge impact.  As always it is a 
case of Use It or Lose it. 

New Ofsted

Congratulations to both Gamlingay 
ECO Nursery and Barrington School for 
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achieving Good in their recent Ofsted 
reports  - the first of the new Ofsted 
regime which is much more demanding 
than before. It really shows such hard 
work and commitment by teachers, 
pupils and parents. 

Croydon Farmer’s Market

Brilliant news that Barbara Farrer 
in Croydon has started a Farmer’s 
Market in the Reading Rooms on the 
last Sunday of the month10am -12pm 
with food stalls, gifts, cards, books, 
hammocks, baskets and more …

Flies in Gamlingay
Can you please let us know if you 
perceive an increase in flies in the 
village this year? Environmental Health 
officers have been actively working 
with us to track down the source of the 
infestations – so far without success. 
By asking for your help it may be that 
we can identify sources. Let us know! 
Thanks. 

South Cambs Accounts
SCDC has produced a short and simple 
guide to their accounts for year ending 
31/03/12 – it’s surprisingly interesting – 
more so when you consider how much 
you’ve paid into it!  Available as hard 
copy or online at www.scambs.gov.
uk 
  

New Casework
Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    

News from 
 The Lodge 
nature reserve 
 by Mark Brandon

With autumn now well and truly in 
its stride and winter quickly creeping 
up on us, our thoughts turn to dark 
long nights, wrapping up warmly in 
scarves and gloves, flocks of birds 
foraging through russet trees, colourful 
fungi and long walks on silent snowy 
days.  

I love the way that wildlife changes 
at this time of year; bird song changes 
from happy and long summer 

serenades to short and melancholic 
twitters and chinking contact calls.The 
woods feel still and aromas of earthy, 
fallen leaves fill the air, while squirrels 
and jays find sites to bury acorns and 
nuts to hoard for harsher times ahead.

It’s a good time to settle in the hide 
and check what’s coming down to the 
feeders, as birds are busy feeding up 
during these colder, shorter days and 
take advantage of the food that we put 
out for them. 

The birds that arrive here for the 
winter are settled in on the reserve; 
fieldfares and redwings gorge on 
abundant berries, woodcock are 
occasionally seen flying low at dusk 
and crossbills come down to drink 
from the pools at the hide.

Events:
The Lodge reserve is open every day 

of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty 
of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open 
every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm 
weekends and Bank Holidays) and has 
everything for people who love nature. 

Fungi Foray
Sun 4th  November    10am-12 noon 
Come and discover some of the 
hundreds of wonderful fungi that fill 
the woodland at The Lodge at this 
time of the year, with experts from 
Bedfordshire Natural History Society.
Booking essential
Cost: adults £4, RSPB members £3, 
children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers 
£2.

Christmas Fair
Saturday 17th November 10am - 4pm
Sunday  18th November  10am - 4pm
    

On the 17th and 18th November we 
hold our annual Christmas Fair. Along 
with a wide range of interesting stalls, 
children can visit Santa in his grotto 
and listen to the Salvation Army. Carol 
singers will be adding to the festive 
mood. Hot soup and mince pies are for 
sale to warm you up!
Get all of your Christmas gifts in the 
setting of The RSPB’s headquarters. . 

Cost: £1 per car, small donations for 
badge making and children’s activities.
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Tree of Life
The time has come when leaves do fall
And gardeners sweep - kids have a ball.
When ! look upwards at the trees
There’s so many more to catch the breeze.

Why so many? Why not just one?
At this season crashing down.
Then two or three could carry it
And drop it in the compost pit.

But all the leaf stuff made by a tree
Cannot be “clumped in one” you see.
Far more surface for it to breathe
If lots of little leaves do seethe.

And grace the air and give us shade
So lots of chlorophyl is made.

A bit like Life and kindness shown.
Not one grand gesture on its own
But many little acts are better
Performed so others’ woes unfetter.

In a rather quiet and constant way
Not just the once, but day by day.
Whenever falling leaves are found
Then spread a little kindness round.

Do a small deed, if but a smile.
It could brighten someone’s mood a while.
Don’t “clump” your kindness on just one day
Spread it small and often - that’s the way!

Tony Woodall

News from Gamlingay 
& District History 

Society 
by Peter Wright

Art historian Bridget Flanagan 
addressed the September meeting of 
the History Society, and spoke about 
the many landscape artists attracted 
to the river Ouse in St Ives and the 
surrounding area in the 50 years up 
to 1930. Bridget has traced around 
eighty artists who painted here, and 
members were surprised at the quality 
and quantity of the work displayed. This 
was followed by a very busy session 
at the Village Show, where prints of 
some of our recently acquired historic 
photographs of the village were on 
display for all to see. A warm thanks to 
the Village Show committee for giving 
us the opportunity to do this once again. 
By the time you read this our October 
meeting with guest speaker Alan 
Eade will have taken place, and our 
November meeting will be just around 

the corner. This takes place at 07.30 pm 
on Monday November 12th, in room two 
at the Village College, when Veronica 
Bennett from the National Trust 
will speak about the National Trust 
properties of East Anglia. On December 
10th, we have our Christmas social and 
archive evening, and on January 14th, 
we welcome back Jim Brown, author 
of ‘Gamlingay’, and ‘Villagers’, for an 
evening of Gamlingay history.
We welcome new members, and 
would be delighted to see you at 
any of our meetings. You can join 
the Society and have free access 
to all meetings for £15, or come 
along as a guest on any evening, 
for just £3.00. Take a look at our 
website, www.gamlingayhistory.
co.uk, or our sister website, www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk, for more 
about us, and the history of our village. 



Vanessa Roberts and her son Ben 
(complete with evening dress) attended 
the presentation of the Morning 
Advertiser’s National Pub awards at 
the Park Lane Hilton last week as the 
Regional winners in the Charitable Pub 
category.  In the final judging they lost 
out to The Ship Victory in Chester, run 
by a 73 year old man, on his own, who 
raised £100,000 in the last ten years – 
considerable competition it is safe to 
say.

Nevertheless, local charitable work 
continues and this week we expect to 
finalise a deal with the East Anglian 
Childrens’ Hospice to fund an item 
of playground equipment from the 
generosity of the Cock’s regulars, so 
thank you! 

On the local scene, last week’s scouting 
quiznight was something of a challenge, 
won by Barry Jefferd and team, whose 
prize is to deliver a quiz of their own

Milton Playground
How some of the money raised for 
charity by The Cock regulars has been 
spent.

The Cock Inn
by Dave Howe



Gamlingay History 
Society 

7:30pm 

National Trust properties of East 
Anglia, Veronica Bennett
Monday 12th November

Room 2 GVC

New members welcome

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

A very interesting meeting with lots of 
exciting work to discuss.  There are so 
many diverse styles within the group, 
and also, we’re all getting better at 
coming up with really helpful comments 
so that we can all improve our writing.

1. Introductions
No new members this month, although 
we had a few people who hadn’t crossed 
paths before.

2. Review of Targets
Enthusiasm for targets is building, as 
we’re all getting more ambitious.  We’ve 
been doing everything from work on 
novels to producing short stories.  Well 
done, everyone, for having such a 
positive attitude towards the targets.

3. Competition News
The Chronicle did not accept one 
member’s article on disabled parking, 
which is their loss, in our opinion.  
Another member will know in 
September whether her funeral parlour 
story has made the shortlist.  The 
Chair won the Writers’ Billboard First 
Chapter competition, and her entry can 
be read here: http://writersbillboard.net/
firstchapter3.html .

She has also entered her train rant into 
the ‘Five Stops’ competition for stories 
intended to be read in the space of 5 
stops on the Tube.  Several of us have 
also entered the Costa Coffee short story 
competition.

4. Other News
Speaker – we have a speaker for the 3rd 
Tuesday in October.  Midge Gillies is 
coming to speak to us, and this is the link 
to her Wikipedia entry: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midge_
Gillies

5. Discussion of Work
For some reason, there was a really 
brilliant, collaborative atmosphere at 
the meeting this month, and everyone 
seemed to be full of suggestions and 
comments.  A very positive evening, and 
The Chair hopes that everyone enjoyed 
it as much as she did, and feels that they 
learned from it and felt inspired to try 
even harder!

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 2nd October is ‘Horo / 
Horror scope’. A split title this month 
– base your story or poem either on a 
horoscope, or if that’s not your thing, 
try writing horror instead! As usual, if 
you’re working on a novel or something 
unrelated to the title – send that instead!  
Variety is the spice of life, and all that!

7. Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome. We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website – 
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning

Pllease contact Gerry for November 
venue 

If you need a lift please contact Gerry 
Brunt 
01767 650 693



“The pursuit of an extreme economy 
of means is evident throughout. 
Repeatedly Civic’s sparing deployment 
of resources has produced moments 
of unexpected delight. Look, for 
example, to the way that offcuts from 
the weatherboarding have been turned 

Gamlingay Community 
Centre

Civic Architects Ltd, Designers 
of Gamlingay Eco Hub, is an 

Environmental Excellence Finalist for 
the Architect of Year Awards 2012

Award Ceremony 4th December 2012
The small South Cambridgeshire village 
of Gamlingay has taken localism to 
an extreme by building the greenest 
community centre in the country and by 
doing so has gained national attention.  
The designers, civic Architects Ltd, 
have been nominated as one of 6 
finalists for the 2012 Architecture of 
the Year Awards in the ‘Environmental 
Excellence’ category.  Other finalists 
include much larger scale Architects 
such as Pascall+Watson who are best 
known for the Kings Cross Station 
redevelopment. 
civic Architects worked closely with 
the local community over 2 years to 
understand and ensure that the villages’ 
detailed needs were met by designing 
the building around them. The proof 
that the village got what it wanted 
is demonstrated by the very high 
utilisation rate achieved within the first 
6 months of opening.
Gamlingay Eco Hub was funded by 
attracting £1m in grants coupled with 
loans from public bodies that also had 
the foresight to realise the exciting 
potential of this project.  Financial 
contributions and donations of time and 
materials from many members of the 
community meant that the building was 
fully fitted out and ready to use from the 
day of its opening by the Hon Andrew 
Lansley MP in March 2012.
The reason for the national interest in 
the building is its status as the greenest 
community centre in the country, a 
claim borne out by its radical and 
total use of renewable technologies 
and energy efficiency measures. The 
technologies include a combined 
Ground Source Heat and Solar Thermal 
system, a 15.54kW Photovoltaic array, 

recycled rainwater and maximisation 
of natural light and ventilation.  The 
fact that all this it has been delivered 
in a small rural community with a very 
restricted budget makes it a national 
exemplar for other communities that 
might be similarly motivated.  
The Eco Hub is not a new build but 
a refurbishment of a derelict 1970s 
building but this has not prevented 
it achieving an A grade rating for its 
energy efficiency, the highest possible 
for this class of building.  This means 
that there are no fuel bills and indeed 
the building is a net contributor to the 
national grid. It also means that the 
building achieves its aim of always 
being warm and welcoming and the 
inclusion of cheap-to-run technologies 
gives the flexibility to keep it open to 
the public every day as a meeting point 
for the village. 
One of the secrets of its success is that 
it is a multi-use building providing 
a permanent home for the parish 
council, the community run library, the 
children’s centre and a nursery together 
with facilities for a very wide range 
of hirers including sports clubs, youth 
groups and the arts and importantly, 
local companies who need meeting 
facilities which can bolster their 
corporate aims to ‘Go Green’ whenever 
possible. 
The Eco-Hub celebrates its green 
status regularly and will be holding a 
“Green Day” exhibition of renewable 
technologies on the 20th October in 
which many suppliers and advisors will 
be there to talk to people interested in 
following the Eco Hub by making their 
homes, businesses (and village halls) 
more efficient. civic Architects will also 
be there to discuss their ideas.
The facility is run by a trustee board 
and is supported by the Parish Council 
and a dedicated band of volunteers and 
paid staff. The trustees welcome visitors 
wishing to find out more about this 
innovative and ground breaking project. 
http://www.eco-hub.info



through 90 degrees and used as a 
decorative frieze.”

Ellis Woodman (BD 4.5.12)

The remodelling of Gamlingay 
Community Centre presents a 
catalogue of eco-friendly techniques. 
Not onlydoes it make extensive use 
of sustainable and locally sourced 
materials, but it incorporates three 
different passive heat and power 
technologies without any fossil fuel 
backup.

The ecohub includes photovoltaics 
to provide electricity and solar water 
heaters and a groiund source heat array 
to provide heating and hot water. The 
renewable energy technologies were 
delivered through back to back LCBP 
and CSEP grants.

Concerning whole life value, Project 
Monitors David Langdon undertook 
a lifecycle analysis using their own 
bespoke system to estimate ongoing 
regular maintenance and capital 
replacement costs in order to inform a 
long term maintenance budget.

The project approached Life Cycle 
Assessment and embodied carbon of 
materials principally by using BRE’s 
Green Guide to Specifications as a spur 
to making ecologically driven material 
specifications. Marley Eternit’s fibre 
cement weatherboarding and profiled 
roof sheets, for example, are both 
manufactured within 10 miles of the site 
and achieve an A+ Green Guide rating. 
The building is exclusively covered in 
these materials with the exception of 
glazed areas. Windows themselves are 
recycled steel. All new superstructure is 
in FSC accredited softwood and glulam 
timber products supplied via a national 
supplier based in the neighbouring 
village. The building received an A 
rating for its Energy Performance 
Certificate – a significant achievement 
for an old building.

The building goes beyond the required 
regulatory minimum standards largely 
dint of an emphasis on passive design. 
A target for air-tightness of 50m3/m2/
hr@50Pa and for a highly insulated 
envelope at least 30%better than 
building regs minimum were both 
considered fundamental.

Lessons learned from the project that 
could be applied moew widely centre on 

the following passive design principles: 
narrow floor widths of 12-15m; raising 
the floor to ceiling heights in the main 
foyer to facilitate thermal buoyancy; 
compact planning (no corridors) to 
facilitate cross ventilation paths; glazing 
ratios of 30-50% for re-used and new 
parts of the building alike; responsive 
shading to south facing glazing as 
with the light scoop; exposed thermal 
mass as in the main hall; very simple 
BMS controls to avoid unmanageable 
complexity mindfull of both users and 
capital costs.

The building used the BRE 
Environmental Assessment 
Methodology benchmarking tool 
to evaluate the environmental 
performances of the building at detailed 
design stage, achieving a BREEAM 
pre-assessment rating of ‘excellent’.

of £ 1300/sqm and £1.1 M completed 
construction costs, this project didn’t 
have the budget to specify highly 
developed building products and 
materials geared to a sophisticated degree 
of automated building management. 
Instead all aspects of energy use were 
systematically addressed within a holistic 
piece of architecture. In all cases simple 
low maintenance materials and products 
were carefully detailed to minimize {and 
in some cases eliminate) construction 
waste and supply distance, and were 
selected for their low embodied energy 
throughout the building.
Beyond the ambition to incorporate 
renewable technologies in the design, 
the Project concept embodies the 
following practicaI steps to achieving 
sustainable re-use: In the first place, 
the building itself is being re-used, 
using the existing structure wherever 
possible to enclose or provide for new 
spaces, rather than re-building it; the 
building is designed to be adaptable in 
the long term, and uses durable easily 
maintained materials; natural light enters 
every space by windows, rooflights or 
clerestory glazing; natural ventilation 
is maximised throughout providing 
deep-plan cross ventilation in places; 
thermal mass provided by existing 
masonry walls is used to reduce daytime 
temperature swings, combined with 
night-time cooling and manual control 
of high level windows to moderate peak 
summer temperatures; designs employ a 
rainwater recovery system serving all the 
toilets-



Father Christmas will be coming to Gamlingay
 on 8th. Dec. 

He will be coming down Church Street between 
12:30 and 1 p.m. 

going to the Children’s Montessori.

Your child is welcome to visit Father Christmas in 
His Grotto between 1 and 4p.m.

At the Children’s Montessori
Tickets: £5 per child.

(Each child will receive a present from Father 
Christmas)

Tickets available at Children’s Montessori, 
or call 01767 650645

Also available
Santa’s Workshop where your child can make 

presents
 

Christmas Quiz £2 per sheet. Prize - half the 
money taken on Quiz

(Quiz needs to be handed in by Dec. 7th)
Gingerbread House Competition

Prizes for 0-5, 6-15, over 16
Bring on the day. £2 entrance fee per House

THIS IS A SOCIAL EVENT FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY AND OPEN TO EVERYONE



BABES in the WOOD 
WOOD 

 

Gamlingay Players 
Present  

 
 
 
 

BABES in  
the WOOD 

A Christmas Pantomine 
By  

Jan Cooper 
 

Friday 7th, Sat 8th & Sunday 9th December 
Friday performance 7.30pm 

Saturday performances 2.30pm (matinee) and 7.30pm 
Sunday performance 2.30pm  

Eco Hub, Gamlingay 
Tickets: Adults £10.00  Children £5.00 (Max age 16) 

Family ticket £25.00 (x2 Adults x2 Children) Concessions £7.50 
Available at The Eco hub & The Cutting Mill  

And from our website: www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk  



WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Over 50’s walks meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 for 
further information

Wed 7th November, Wed 7th Nov, 
Thursd 6th Dec

History Society

Monday, 12th November National Trust properties of East Anglia, Veronica Bennett

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday 2nd November Competition 2 Open, prints and Dls, judge Liz Hatten

Friday, 9th November My kicks on Route 66 (including landscapes) Brian Read

Friday 16th November Digital techniques Ian Wilson

Friday, 23rd November Melbourn trophy second round, or tbc

Friday, 30th November Competition 3 Open prints only, judge Allan Hale

Friday, 7th December The Beyond Group, 5th exhibition 2012, presentation

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 7th November Drought tolerant plants, with Nick Hamilton.

Wednesday, 5th December AGM

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday 20th November On and off the footplate, with Bill Davis.

Tuesday, 11th December Christmas celebrations

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

13th November Forum meeting

15th January Forum meeting

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches

every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start

Police surgeries

dates awaited 7.30pm Community Centre (eco-hub)

Cock Inn, quiz nights

12th November Veronica Zwetsloot and P.J. Ferguson (hunting, shooting and fishing)



WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-
clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website 
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Friday, 2nd November Copy deadline for December edition.

Friday, 30th November Copy deadline for January/February double edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 091

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 618

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm homework club 3.30 – 6pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm
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HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre office

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


